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FIG. 7
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FIG. 13
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1
DISPLAY DEVICE WITH TIMING
CONTROLLER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a display device.

BACKGROUND ART

Recently, thin, lightweight, and low-power consumption
display devices, as typified in liquid crystal display devices,
have been in widespread use. Such a display device is often
for use in, for example, amobile phone, a smart phone, a PDA
(Personal Data Assistance), an electronic book, or a laptop
personal computer. Furthermore, it has been expected that
electronic papers will be rapidly developed and come into
widespread use as thinner display devices in the future. Under
such circumstances, such various display devices have been
required to reduce power consumption and improve display
quality.

Various techniques for reducing power consumption and
improving display quality of such display devices have been
devised.

For example, Patent Literature 1 discloses a technique of
varying reversal intervals of display data from one frame to
another frame so as to prevent crosstalk in a liquid crystal
display device in which a polarity of the display data is
reversed for each pixel row.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1
Japanese Patent Application Publication, Tokukaihei, No.
05-061440 A (Publication Date: Mar. 12, 1993)

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

Conventionally, a technique of increasing the number of
frames per unit time is employed so as to display a higher-
definition image. For example, by increasing the number of
frames per one (1) second from 60 to 120 (that is, from 60 fps
to 120 fps), it is possible to (i) display a moving image which
more smoothly moves, and (ii) prevent a display defect such
as flicker. Such an increase in the number of frames per unit
time, however, causes an increase in the number of driving of
a display panel. This leads to an increase in power consump-
tion. On the other hand, a technique of decreasing the number
of frames per unit time is employed so as to reduce power
consumption. However, such a decrease in the number of
frames per unit time, as a matter of course, easily causes a
display defect such as flicker. As such, according to such
conventional techniques, it is not possible to suppress a dete-
rioration in display quality and to reduce power consumption.

The present invention was made in view of the problems,
and an object of the present invention is to provide a display
device capable of displaying a higher-definition image with
lower power consumption.

Solution to Problem

In order to attain the object, a display device of the present
invention is configured to include: a display panel which
includes (i) a plurality of gate signal lines, (ii) a plurality of
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source signal lines provided so as to intersect the plurality of
gate signal lines, and (iii) a plurality of pixels provided so as
to correspond to respective intersections of the plurality of
gate signal lines and the plurality of source signal lines; a
signal line driving circuit for supplying a source signal to each
of the plurality of pixels via a corresponding one of the
plurality of source signal lines; refresh rate changing means
for changing a refresh rate of the display panel; and polarity
reversal controlling means for changing, in accordance with a
change in the refresh rate, at least one of a temporal cycle and
a spatial cycle of a polarity reversal of the source signal.

According to the display device of the present invention,
even in a case where a reduction in power consumption and a
deterioration in display quality are caused by the change in
refresh rate, the deterioration in the display quality can be
suppressed by changing the temporal cycle or the spatial
cycle. Furthermore, according to the display device of the
present invention, even in a case where an improvement in the
display quality and an increase in the power consumption are
caused by the change in refresh rate, the increase in the power
consumption can be suppressed by changing the temporal
cycle or the spatial cycle. Therefore, according to the display
device of the present invention, it is possible to reduce the
power consumption and suppress the deterioration in the
display quality.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to a display device of the present invention, it is
possible to suppress a deterioration in display quality and a
reduction in power consumption, which are caused by a
change in refresh rate. This brings about an effect of attaining
a higher display quality with a lower power consumption.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an overall configuration of a
display device of Embodiment 1.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a modification
of'a polarity reversal method by a polarity reversal controlling
section of Embodiment 1.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a modification
of'a polarity reversal method by a polarity reversal controlling
section of Embodiment 2.

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a display panel which is in a
state where source signals are written by use of a polarity
reversal method, i.e., “two-dot reversal method”.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a display panel which is in a
state where source signals are written by use of a polarity
reversal method, i.e., “one-dot reversal method”.

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a display panel which is in a
state where source signals are written by use of a polarity
reversal method, i.e., “source reversal method”.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a display panel which is in a
state where source signals are written by use of a polarity
reversal method, i.e., “source reversal method”.

FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a modification
of'a polarity reversal method by a polarity reversal controlling
section of Embodiment 3.

FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a modification
of'a polarity reversal method by a polarity reversal controlling
section of Embodiment 4.

FIG. 10 is a conceptual diagram illustrating how a refresh
rate changing section of Embodiment 5 changes a refresh
rate.

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating how pixels, which are
included in a display panel 2, are configured.
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FIG. 12 is a view illustrating characteristics of various
TFTs.

FIG. 13 is a table showing results of an experiment, made
with respect to a display device, as to whether or not flicker is
recognized.

FIG. 14 is a table illustrating a power consumption char-
acteristic of a display device.

FIG. 15 is a graph illustrating the power consumption
characteristic illustrated in FIG. 14.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following description will discuss embodiments of the
present invention with reference to the drawings.

(Embodiment 1)

Embodiment 1 of the present invention will be described
below with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2.

(Configuration of Display Device)

An example configuration of a display device 1 of Embodi-
ment 1 will be described below with reference to FIG. 1. FIG.
1 is a view illustrating an overall configuration of the display
device 1 of Embodiment 1. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the dis-
play device 1 includes a display panel 2, a scan line driving
circuit 4, a signal line driving circuit 6, a common electrode
driving circuit 8, a timing controller 10, and an electric power
generating circuit 12.

According to Embodiment 1, an active matrix liquid crys-
tal display device is employed as the display device 1. There-
fore, the display panel 2 of Embodiment 1 is an active matrix
liquid crystal display panel and the above-described other
components are provided for driving the active matrix liquid
crystal display panel.

(Display Panel)

The display panel 2 includes a plurality of pixels, a plural-
ity of gate signal lines G, and a plurality of source signal lines

The plurality of pixels are arranged so as to form a plurality
of pixel columns and a plurality of pixel rows. That is, the
plurality of pixels are arranged in a so-called lattice manner.

The plurality of gate signal lines G are provided in parallel
with one another in a pixel column direction (in a direction
along the plurality of pixel columns). Each of the plurality of
gate signal lines G is electrically connected to pixels which
are arranged along a corresponding one of the plurality of
pixel rows.

The plurality of source signal lines S are provided (i) in
parallel with one another in a pixel row direction (a direction
along the plurality of pixel rows) and (ii) orthogonally to the
plurality of gate signal lines G. Each of the plurality of source
signal lines S is electrically connected to pixels which are
arranged along a corresponding one of the plurality of pixel
columns.

In the display panel 2 illustrated in FIG. 1, the plurality of
pixels are arranged in N columns and in M rows. N source
signal lines S are therefore provided for respective N pixel
columns, and M gate signal lines G are provided for respec-
tive M pixel rows.

(Scan Line Driving Circuit)

The scan line driving circuit 4 selects and scans in sequence
each of the plurality of gate signal lines G. Specifically, the
scan line driving circuit 4 selects in sequence the plurality of
gate signal lines G so as to supply, to the each of the plurality
of gate signal lines G, an ON voltage. The ON voltage causes
switching elements (TFTs) of respective pixels, which are
arranged along the each of the plurality of gate signal lines G,
to be turned on.
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(Signal Line Driving Circuit)

While the scan line driving circuit 4 is selecting a gate
signal line G, the signal line driving circuit 6 supplies, in
accordance with image data, source signals to respective pix-
els via respective source signal lines S, which pixels are
arranged along the gate signal line G thus selected. Specifi-
cally, the signal line driving circuit 6 (i) calculates, on the
basis of a supplied video signal, voltages to be supplied to the
respective pixels which are arranged along the gate signal line
G thus selected and (ii) supplies the voltages to the pixels via
the respective source signal lines S from a source output
amplifier. The source signals are supplied to and written in the
respective pixels which are arranged along the gate signal line
G thus selected.

(Common Electrode Driving Circuit)

The common electrode driving circuit 8 supplies, to a com-
mon electrode provided for the plurality of pixels, a predeter-
mined common voltage for driving the common electrode.

(Timing Controller)

The timing controller 10 receives a video signal from out-
side (a system-side control section 30 in an example illus-
trated in FIG. 1). According to Embodiment 1, the video
signal contains a clock signal, a synchronization signal, and
an image data signal. The timing controller 10 supplies, to the
scan line driving circuit 4, the signal line driving circuit 6 and
the common electrode driving circuit 8, respective control
signals which cause the scan line driving circuit 4, the signal
line driving circuit 6, and the common electrode driving cir-
cuit 8 to operate in synchronization with one another (see
solid arrows in FIG. 1).

Specifically, the timing controller 10 supplies, to the scan
line driving circuit 4, a gate start pulse signal, a gate clock
signal GCK, and a gate output control signal GOE. Upon
reception of the gate start pulse signal, the scan line driving
circuit 4 starts scanning the plurality of gate signal lines G,
sequentially. In synchronization with the gate clock signal
GCK and in accordance with the gate output control signal
GOE, the scan line driving circuit 4 supplies in sequence an
ON voltage to each of the plurality of gate signal lines G.

The timing controller 10 supplies, to the signal line driving
circuit 6, a source start pulse signal, a source latch strobe
signal, and a source clock signal. In response to the source
start pulse signal, the signal line driving circuit 6 causes a
register to store therein supplied image data for each of the
pixels in synchronization with the source clock signal. Then,
in synchronization with a next source latch strobe signal, the
signal line driving circuit 6 supplies source signals for the
image data to the respective plurality of source signal lines S.

(Electric Power Generating Circuit)

The electric power generating circuit 12 generates, on the
basis of electric power supplied from outside (the system-side
control section 30 in the example illustrated in FIG. 1), volt-
ages required for the scan line driving circuit 4, the signal line
driving circuit 6, and the common electrode driving circuit 8.
The electric power generating circuit 12 supplies the voltages
to the scan line driving circuit 4, the signal line driving circuit
6, and the common electrode driving circuit 8 (see dashed
arrows in FIG. 1).

(Other Functions of Display Device)

The display device 1 of Embodiment 1 further includes a
refresh rate changing section 15 and a polarity reversal con-
trolling section 20. According to the example illustrated in
FIG. 1, the refresh rate changing section 15 and the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 are provided, in the display
device 1, so as to carry out one of functions of the timing
controller 10.



US 9,311,872 B2

5

(Refresh Rate Changing Section 15)

The refresh rate changing section 15 changes a refresh rate
of the display panel 2. What is meant by a “refresh rate” is
how often display on the display panel 2 is rewritten. For
example, in a case where the refresh rate is set to “60 Hz”, the
display on the display panel 2 is rewritten 60 times per second
(that is, the display panel 2 displays data corresponding to 60
frames for one (1) second). In a case where the refresh rate is
setto “120 Hz”, the display on the display panel 2 is rewritten
120times per second (that is, the display panel 2 displays data
corresponding to 120 frames for one (1) second).

Generally, as a refresh rate becomes higher, display on a
display panel is rewritten more frequently, though image
quality of data to be displayed becomes higher. Such a more
frequent rewriting of the display on the display panel causes
an increase in power consumption. Therefore, the refresh rate
is sometimes set to a higher frequency, in a case where the
image quality of data to be displayed is prioritized, such as a
case where a moving image is displayed or a case where a
high-definition mode is selected. On the other hand, the
refresh rate is sometimes set to a lower frequency, in a case
where low power consumption should be prioritized, such as
a case where a static image is displayed or a case where a low
power consumption mode is selected.

(1) Timing at which the refresh rate changing section 15
changes a refresh rate and (ii) a refresh rate to which the
refresh rate changing section 15 changes a current refresh
rate, are determined by, for example, an external section such
as the system-side control section 30. Specifically, the above
(1) and (i1) are determined by the refresh rate changing section
15 in accordance with a control signal received from the
external section.

For example, during a vertical blanking period of time by
which a first display period of time is followed, the external
section transmits to the display device 1 a control signal for
controlling the refresh rate changing section 15 to change a
current refresh rate to another refresh rate which is to be set in
a second display period of time by which the vertical blanking
period of time is followed. This allows the display device 1 to
start, at a changed refresh rate, carrying out display which is
to be carried out during the second display period of time,
without any delay.

In accordance with the change in refresh rate of the display
panel 2, the sections of the display device 1 drive the display
panel 2 so that the display panel 2 carries out a display
operation at the changed refresh rate, in response to control
signals supplied from the timing controller 10.

In a case where the display device 1 displays a video image
such as a moving image which corresponds to a plurality of
frames, the display device 1 displays images of frames cor-
responding to the changed refresh rate.

In a case where the display device 1 includes a frame
memory, images of frames corresponding to a changed
refresh rate are extracted from images of a plurality of frames
stored in the frame memory, and then the display device 1
displays the images thus extracted.

For example, in a case where the display device 1 displays,
at a refresh rate “30 Hz,” an image corresponding to 60
frames, images of 30 frames of the 60 frames are extracted
from the frame memory, and then the display device 1 dis-
plays the images thus extracted.

In a case where the display device 1 includes no frame
memory, for example, every time the display device 1
receives an image corresponding to one (1) frame from out-
side, the display device 1 decides in accordance with a
changed refresh rate whether or not the display device 1
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displays the image, and then the display device 1 displays the
image when the display device 1 has decided to display the
image.

Alternatively, frames corresponding to a changed refresh
rate can be transmitted from an external section at timing at
which a refresh rate is changed. This eliminates the necessity
that the display device 1 carries out the above controlling
operations. That is, the external section can change, in accor-
dance with the changed refresh rate, a clock frequency of a
video signal to be transmitted to the display device 1.

(Polarity Reversal Controlling Section 20)

In accordance with such a change in refresh rate of the
display panel 2, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes a temporal cycle and/or a spatial cycle on which a
polarity is reversed with respect to a source signal to be
written in each of the plurality of pixels in the display panel 2.

As has been described, the signal line driving circuit 6
writes a source signal in each of the plurality of pixels. Spe-
cifically, the signal line driving circuit 6 is configured to
reverse a polarity of each source signal and supply, to a
corresponding one of the plurality of pixels, a corresponding
source signal whose polarity is reversed.

The signal line driving circuit 6 can employ various polar-
ity reversal methods of reversing a polarity of a source signal.
Examples of the various polarity reversal methods include (i)
a plurality of polarity reversal methods which are different
from each other in temporal cycle of a polarity reversal of a
source signal and (ii) a plurality of polarity reversal methods
which are different from each other in spatial cycle of a
polarity reversal of a source signal.

In accordance with the change in refresh rate of the display
panel 2, the polarity reversal controlling section 20 changes,
to one of the various polarity reversal methods, a polarity
reversal method which is currently employed by the signal
line driving circuit 6. The polarity reversal controlling section
20 can thus change the temporal cycle and/or the spatial cycle.

What is meant by “a temporal cycle of a polarity reversal of
a source signal” is every how many frames a polarity of each
of the plurality of pixels included in the display panel 2 is
reversed.

For example, in a case where the temporal cycle is set to
“every two frames”, (i) a state in which a positive source
signal is written in each of the plurality of pixels in the display
panel 2 and (ii) a state in which a negative source signal is
written in the each of the plurality of pixels in the display
panel 2, are alternated every two frames, like “+, +, —, —, +, +,

What is meant by “a spatial cycle of a polarity reversal of a
source signal” is every how many pixels, in a direction on a
plane of the display panel 2, a polarity reversal is carried out.

For example, in a case where the spatial cycle is set to
“every two pixels”, polarities of source signals written in
pixels which are arranged in the direction are reversed every
two pixels, like “+, +, —, -, +, +, —, —, . .. .

There seem to be various methods in each of which the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 determines the tem-
poral cycle and/or the spatial cycle. Embodiment 1 is, how-
ever, not limited to a specific one. Note that the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 can employ any of such vari-
ous methods.

For example, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can have a lookup table in which refresh rates are correlated
in advance with temporal cycles and/or spatial cycles. By
referring to the lookup table, the polarity reversal controlling
section 20 can determine a temporal cycle and/or a spatial
cycle in accordance with a changed refresh rate.
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Alternatively, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can have calculation logic for calculating a temporal cycle
and/or a spatial cycle on the basis of a refresh rate. In this case,
the polarity reversal controlling section 20 can calculate the
temporal cycle and/or the spatial cycle on the basis of a
refresh rate which is changed in accordance with instruction
of an external section.

Alternatively, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can have calculation logic for calculating a temporal cycle
and/or a spatial cycle on the basis of a ratio of change in
refresh rate. In this case, the polarity reversal controlling
section 20 can calculate the temporal cycle and/or the spatial
cycle on the basis of the ratio of change in refresh rate.

Note that the temporal cycle and/or the spatial cycle can be
determined by the external section such as the system-side
control section 30, and then the polarity reversal controlling
section 20 is instructed, in response to a control signal from
the external section, to change a current temporal cycle and/or
spatial cycle to the temporal cycle and/or the spatial cycle thus
determined.

(Example of Polarity Reversal Methods)

The following description will discuss, with reference to
FIG. 2, how the polarity reversal controlling section 20 of
Embodiment 1 changes the polarity reversal method. F1G. 2 is
a conceptual diagram illustrating how the polarity reversal
controlling section 20 of Embodiment 1 changes the polarity
reversal method.

The polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodi-
ment 1 can carry out a polarity reversal control. For example,
“the polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 1
can change a spatial cycle of a polarity reversal of a source
signal, in a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2
is changed.”

Specifically, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 shortens the spatial cycle, in a
case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased”.

Furthermore, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 lengthens the spatial cycle, in
a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased”.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the refresh rate of the display panel
2 is initially set to “60 Hz.” In accordance with such a setting,
the polarity reversal method is set to “two-dot reversal
method.” What is meant by the “two-dot reversal method” is
a polarity reversal method in which a polarity of a source
signal is reversed on a spatial cycle, i.e., “every two pixels.”
As such, “two-dot reversal” is also called “2H dot reversal”.

At timing t1, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”” That is, the refresh rate of
the display panel 2 is decreased to be less than “35 Hz.”
Accordingly, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from “two-dot reversal
method” to “one-dot reversal method” at the timing t1. What
is meant by “one-dot reversal method” is a polarity reversal
method in which a polarity of a source signal is reversed on a
spatial cycle, i.e., “for each pixel.” That is, at the timing t1, the
spatial cycle of the polarity reversal of the source signal is
shortened in accordance with the decrease in refresh rate.

At timing t2, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased from ‘30 Hz” to “120 Hz”. That is, the refresh rate
of the display panel 2 is increased to be higher than “65 Hz”.
Accordingly, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from “one-dot reversal
method” to “source reversal method” at the timing t2. What is

20

25

40

45

55

8

meant by the “source reversal method” is a polarity reversal
method in which a polarity of a source signal is reversed on a
spatial cycle, i.e., “for each pixel column”. That is, at the
timing t2, the spatial cycle of the polarity reversal of the
source signal is lengthened in accordance with the increase in
refresh rate.

(Embodiment 2)

The following description will discuss Embodiment 2 of
the present invention with reference to FIG. 3. A display
device of Embodiment 2 differs from the display device 1 of
Embodiment 1 in the following description. Therefore,
descriptions other than that will be omitted.

(Another Example of Polarity Reversal Methods)

A modification of the polarity reversal method by the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 2 will
be described below. FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrat-
ing the modification of the polarity reversal method by the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 2.

The polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodi-
ment 2 can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 2
changes a temporal cycle of a polarity reversal of a source
signal, in a case where a refresh rate of a display panel 2 is
changed”.

Specifically, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 shortens the temporal cycle, in
a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased”.

Furthermore, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 lengthens the temporal cycle,
in a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased”.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the refresh rate of the display panel
2 is initially set to “60 Hz”. In accordance with such a setting,
the polarity reversal method is set to “reversal every two
frames”. What is meant by the “reversal every two frames” is
a polarity reversal method in which a polarity of a source
signal is reversed on a temporal cycle, i.e., “every two
frames”.

At timing tl, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”. That is, the refresh rate of
the display panel 2 is decreased to be less than “35 Hz”.
Accordingly, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from “reversal every
two frames” to “reversal for each frame” at the timing tl.
What is meant by the “reversal for each frame” is a polarity
reversal method in which a polarity of a source signal is
reversed on a temporal cycle, i.e., “for each frame”. That is, at
the timing t1, the temporal cycle of the polarity reversal of the
source signal is shortened in accordance with the decrease in
refresh rate.

Note here that “the temporal cycle is shortened” is intended
to mean that the number of unit frames every which polarity
reversal is carried out, is reduced, and is therefore not
intended to mean absoluteness in which timing of polarity
reversal comes earlier.

At timing t2, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased from “30 Hz” to “120 Hz”. That is, the refresh rate
of'the display panel 2 is increased to be higher than “65 Hz”.
Accordingly, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from “reversal for each
frame” to “reversal every four frames” at the timing t2. What
is meant by the “reversal every four frames” is a polarity
reversal method in which a polarity of a source signal is
reversed on a temporal cycle, i.e., “every four frames”. That
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is, at the timing t2, the temporal cycle of the polarity reversal
of the source signal is lengthened in accordance with the
increase in refresh rate.

Note here that “the temporal cycle is lengthened” is
intended to mean that the number of unit frames, every which
polarity reversal is carried out, is increased, and is therefore
notintended to mean absoluteness in which timing of polarity
reversal is delayed.

The following description will specifically discuss polarity
reversal methods with reference to FIGS. 4 through 7. Note
here that polarity reversal methods will be described below by
use of pixels, arranged in six pixel columns and in four pixel
rows, which are parts of a plurality of pixels that are included
in a display panel 2.

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a display panel 2 which is in a
state where source signals are written by use of the polarity
reversal method, i.e., the “two-dot reversal method.” FIG. 5 is
a view illustrating a display panel 2 which is in a state where
source signals are written by use of the polarity reversal
method, i.e., the “one-dot reversal method.” FIGS. 6 and 7
each are a view illustrating a display panel 2 which is in a state
where source signals are written by use of the polarity rever-
sal method, i.e., “source reversal method”.

In each of FIGS. 4 through 7, “+” represents a state in
which a positive source signal is written in a pixel, and “-"
represents a state in which a negative source signal is written
inapixel. (a) and (b) of each of FIGS. 4 through 7 are different
from each other in that a polarity of a source signal written in
each of the pixels illustrated in (a) is reversed to that of a
source signal written in a corresponding one of the pixels
illustrated in (b).

(Spatial Cycle of Polarity Reversal)

As illustrated in FIG. 4, according to the “two-dot reversal
method,” polarities of source signals written in pixels which
are arranged in each pixel column are reversed every two
pixels, like “+, +, —, =" or “—, —, +, +.”

As illustrated in FIG. 5, according to the “one-dot reversal
method”, polarities of source signals written in pixels which
are arranged in each pixel column are reversed for each pixel,
like “+, —, +, = or “—, +, —, +”.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, according to the “source reversal
method”, polarities of source signals written in pixels which
are arranged in each pixel column are identical to one another.
That is, the pixels arranged in the each pixel column have
respective polarities “+, +, +, +” or “—, —, —, = Alternatively,
polarities of source signals are reversed for each pixel column
in the display panel 2, like “+, —, +, = or “—, +, —, +”.

Similar to the display panel 2 illustrated in FIG. 6, a display
panel 2 illustrated in FIG. 7 employs the “source reversal
method.” However, the display panel 2 illustrated in FIG. 7 is
different from that illustrated in FIG. 6 in how a plurality of
pixels, each of which is connected to a corresponding source
signal line S, are arranged. Specifically, according to the
display panel 2 illustrated in FIG. 6, pixels, connected to a
same source signal line S, are arranged along a corresponding
pixel column. In contrast, according to the display panel 2
illustrated in FIG. 7, pixels, connected to a same source signal
line S, are alternately arranged along two pixel columns
between which the same signal source signal line S is sand-
wiched.

With the arrangement, although the display panel 2 illus-
trated in FIG. 7 employs the “source reversal method,” pixels
arranged along a corresponding pixel column are so that a
polarity of a source signal is reversed for each pixel, as with
the “one-dot reversal method,” i.e. “+, —, +, =" or “—, +, —, +.”

Thus, examples of the polarity reversal method to be
employed by the display device 1 include a plurality of polar-
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ity reversal methods which are different in spatial cycle of a
polarity reversal of a source signal. The polarity reversal
controlling section 20 controls which one of the polarity
reversal methods the display device 1 employs to be deter-
mined in accordance with a change in refresh rate of the
display panel 2.

(Temporal Cycle of Polarity Reversal)

In any case where the display panel 2 employs (i) the
“two-dot reversal method” illustrated in FIG. 4, (ii) the “one-
dot reversal method” illustrated in FIG. 5, (iii) the “source
reversal method” illustrated in FIG. 6, or (iv) the “source
reversal method” illustrated in FIG. 7, a state illustrated in (a)
and a state illustrated in (b) are alternated, on a certain tem-
poral cycle, in the display panel 2. That is, the polarity of each
of the pixels in the display panel 2 is reversed on the certain
temporal cycle.

For example, in a case where the polarity reversal control-
ling section 20 sets the polarity reversal method to the “rever-
sal for each frame”, (i) a first state where a positive source
signal is written in each of the plurality of pixels in the display
panel 2 and (ii) a second state where a negative source signal
is written in the each of the plurality of pixels in the display
panel 2, are alternated for each frame, like*“+, —, +, —, +, —, +,

El

23

In a case where the polarity reversal controlling section 20
sets the polarity reversal method to the “reversal every two
frames”, the first state and the second state are alternated
every two frames, like “+, +, B

Inacase Where the polarlty reversal controlhng section 20
sets the polarity reversal method to the “reversal every four
frames”, the first state and the second state are alternated
every four frames, like “+, +, +, +, -, -, —, —, ”

Thus, examples of the polarity reversal method to be
employed by the display device 1 include a plurality of polar-
ity reversal methods which are different in temporal cycle of
a polarity reversal of a source signal. The polarity reversal
controlling section 20 controls which one of the polarity
reversal methods the display device 1 employs to be deter-
mined in accordance with a change in refresh rate of the
display panel 2.

(Effect)

As has been described, each of the display devices 1 of
Embodiments 1 and 2 employs the configuration in which the
temporal cycle or the spatial cycle is changed in accordance
with the change in refresh rate of the display panel 2.

In especial, each of the display devices 1 of Embodiments
1 and 2 employs the configuration in which (i) the temporal
cycle or the spatial cycle is shortened, in a case where the
refresh rate is decreased, and (ii) the temporal cycle or the
spatial cycle is lengthened, in a case where the refresh rate is
increased.

According to the configuration, even in a case where a
display quality of the display device 1 of Embodiment 1 or 2
is deteriorated due to a decrease in refresh rate, it is possible
to suppress such a deterioration in display quality by short-
ening the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle. Furthermore,
even in a case where power consumption of the display device
1 of Embodiment 1 or 2 is increased due to an increase in
refresh rate, it is possible to suppress such an increase in
power consumption by lengthening the temporal cycle or the
spatial cycle.

Each of the display devices 1 of Embodiments 1 and 2
further employs the configuration in which the temporal cycle
or the spatial cycle is changed in (i) a case where the refresh
rate is decreased to be less than 35 Hz or (ii) a case where the
refresh rate is increased to be more than 65 Hz.
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According to the configuration, the display device 1 of
Embodiment 1 or 2 can change the temporal cycle or the
spatial cycle at a more appropriate timing such as (i) a case
where a display defect such as flicker is easily caused or (ii) a
case where the power consumption is easily increased.

(Embodiment 3)

The following description will discuss Embodiment 3 of
the present invention with reference to FIG. 8. A display
device 1 of Embodiment 3 differs from the display devices 1
of Embodiments 1 and 2 in the following description. There-
fore, descriptions other than that will be omitted.

(Example of Polarity Reversal Methods)

A modification of a polarity reversal method by a polarity
reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 3 will be
described below. FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram illustrating
the modification of the polarity reversal method by the polar-
ity reversal controlling section of Embodiment 3.

The polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodi-
ment 3 can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 3
gradually shortens a spatial cycle of a polarity reversal of a
source signal, in a case where a refresh rate of a display panel
2 is decreased”.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the refresh rate of the display panel
2 is initially set to “60 Hz”. In accordance with such a setting,
the polarity reversal method is set to “source reversal
method”.

At timing t1, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”. Accordingly, the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 changes the polarity reversal
method from the “source reversal method” to “eight-dot
reversal method” at the timing t1.

At timing t2, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from the “eight-dot
reversal method” to the “two-dot reversal method”, while the
refresh rate of the display panel 2 is still being set to “30 Hz”.

At timing t3, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from the “two-dot rever-
sal method” to the “one-dot reversal method”, while the
refresh rate of the display panel 2 is still being set to “30 Hz”.

That is, according to Embodiment 3, the polarity reversal
controlling section 20 does not shorten the spatial cycle from
for each pixel column directly to for each pixel at timing when
the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is decreased from “60
Hz” to “30 Hz,” but gradually (that is, step by step) shortens
the spatial cycle from for each pixel column to every eight
pixels, from every eight pixels to every two pixels, and finally
from every two pixels to for each pixel.

Though not specifically described, the polarity reversal
controlling section 20 of Embodiment 3 can carry out a polar-
ity reversal control in which “the polarity reversal controlling
section 20 of Embodiment 3 gradually lengthens the spatial
cycle, in a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased”.

(Embodiment 4)

The following description will discuss Embodiment 4 of
the present invention with reference to FIG. 9. A display
device 1 of Embodiment 4 differs from the display devices 1
of Embodiments 1 through 3 in the following description.
Therefore, descriptions other than that will be omitted.

(Example of Polarity Reversal Methods)

A modification of a polarity reversal method by a polarity
reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 4 will be
described below. FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram illustrating
the modification of the polarity reversal method by the polar-
ity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 4.
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The polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodi-
ment 4 can carry out a polarity reversal control in which “the
polarity reversal controlling section 20 of Embodiment 4
gradually lengthens a temporal cycle of a polarity reversal of
a source signal, in a case where a refresh rate of a display
panel 2 is increased”.

As illustrated in FI1G. 9, the refresh rate of the display panel
2 is initially set to “60 Hz”. In accordance with such a setting,
the polarity reversal method is set to “reversal for each
frame”.

At timing tl, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased from “60 Hz” to “180 Hz”. Accordingly, the polar-
ity reversal controlling section 20 changes the polarity rever-
sal method from the “reversal for each frame” to “reversal
every two frames” at the timing t1.

At timing 12, the polarity reversal controlling section 20
changes the polarity reversal method from the “reversal every
two frames” to “reversal every three frames”, while the
refresh rate of the display panel 2 is still being setto “180 Hz”.

That is, according to Embodiment 4, the polarity reversal
controlling section 20 does not lengthen the temporal cycle
from for each frame directly to every three frames at timing
when the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is increased from
“60 Hz” to “180 Hz”, but gradually lengthens the temporal
cycle from for each frame to every two frames, and finally
from every two frames to every three frames.

Though not specifically described, the polarity reversal
controlling section 20 of Embodiment 4 can carry out a polar-
ity reversal control in which “the polarity reversal controlling
section 20 of Embodiment 4 gradually shortens the temporal
cycle, in a case where the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased”.

(Effect)

As has been described, each of the display devices 1 of
Embodiments 3 and 4 employs the configuration in which the
temporal cycle or the spatial cycle is gradually changed in
accordance with the change in refresh rate of the display panel
2. This enables each of the display devices 1 of Embodiments
3 and 4 to prevent a viewer from feeling odd while the tem-
poral cycle or the spatial cycle is being changed.

Note that, in a case where the configuration, in which the
temporal cycle or the spatial cycle is gradually changed, is
employed, the number of frames is preferably an even number
during a period of time during which the temporal cycle or the
spatial cycle is employed while being changed. According to,
for example, the example illustrated in FIG. 8, it is preferable
that the number of frames be an even number during (i) a time
period from t1 to t2 during which “every eight pixels™ is
employed while the spatial period is being changed and (ii) a
time period from 12 to t3 during which “every two pixels™ is
employed while the spatial period is being changed.

According to the example illustrated in FIG. 9, it is pref-
erable that the number of frames be an even number during a
time period from t1 to t2 during which “every two frames” is
employed while the temporal cycle is being changed.

For example, in a case where (i) a method of reversing a
polarity of a source signal for each frame is employed while
a temporal cycle is being changed and (ii) the number of
frames is set to amultiple of 2 (i.e., an even number) while the
temporal cycle is being changed, it is possible to write a
positive source signal and a negative source signal in each of
pixels, while the temporal cycle is being changed, so that the
number of the writing of the positive source signal in the each
of the pixels is equal to the number of the writing of the
negative source signal in the each of the pixels.

Alternatively, in a case where (i) a method of reversing a
polarity of a source signal every two frames is employed
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while atemporal cycle is being changed and (ii) the number of
frames is setto a multiple of 4 (i.e., an even number) while the
temporal cycle is being changed, it is possible to write a
positive source signal and a negative source signal in the each
of pixels, while the temporal cycle is being changed, so that
the number of the writing of the positive source signal in the
each of'the pixels is equal to the number of the writing of the
negative source signal in the each of the pixels.

That is, by setting the number of frames to an even number
while the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle is being changed,
it is possible to eliminate a deviation in polarities of source
signals to be written in each of the pixels.

(Embodiment 5)

The following description will discuss Embodiment 5 of
the present invention with reference to FIG. 10. A display
device 1 of Embodiment 5 differs from the display devices 1
of Embodiments 1 through 4 in the following description.
Therefore, descriptions other than that will be omitted.

(How Refresh Rate is Changed)

How a refresh rate changing section 15 of Embodiment 5
changes a refresh rate will be described below. FIG. 10 is a
conceptual diagram illustrating how the refresh rate changing
section 15 of Embodiment 5 changes the refresh rate.

As has been described, the refresh rate changing section 15
of Embodiment 5 can change a current refresh rate of a
display panel 2 to a refresh rate such as 30 Hz, 60 Hz, 120 Hz,
or 180 Hz.

The refresh rate changing section 15 of Embodiment 5 can
reduce a refresh rate of the display panel 2 by securing a
suspension time period.

In FIG. 10, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is initially
set to “60 Hz” at which the display panel 2 is normally driven.
This causes a polarity reversal method to be set to a “two-dot
reversal method”

At timing t1, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
decreased from “60 Hz” to “1 Hz”. This causes a polarity
reversal controlling section 20 to change the polarity reversal
method from the “two-dot reversal method” to a “one-dot
reversal method” at the timing t1.

At timing 2, the refresh rate of the display panel 2 is
increased from “1 Hz” to “60 Hz”. This causes the polarity
reversal controlling section 20 to change the polarity reversal
method from the “one-dot reversal method” to a “source
reversal method” at the timing 2.

According to Embodiment 5, the refresh rate changing
section 15 decreases the refresh rate of the display panel 2
from “60 Hz” to “1 Hz”, particularly, by securing a suspen-
sion time period during which the display panel 2 is not
driven.

Specifically, the refresh rate changing section 15 decreases
the refresh rate of the display panel 2 from “60 Hz to ‘1 Hz”
by securing, in 1 (one) second, (i) atime period corresponding
to “1 (one) frame” (that is, 1/60 second) during which image
data is written and (ii) a suspension time period correspond-
ing to “59 frames” (that is, 59/60 second) during which no
image data is written.

According to the display device 1 of Embodiment 5, the
refresh rate can be similarly changed to a frequency other than
“1 Hz.” For example, in a case where the refresh rate of the
display panel 2 is decreased from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”, the
refresh rate of the display panel 2 can be decreased to “30 Hz”
by securing, in 1 (one) second, (i) atime period corresponding
to “30 frames™ (that is, 30/60 second) during which image
data is written and (ii) a suspension time period correspond-
ing to “30 frames” (that is, 30/60 second) during which no
image data is written.
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According to the display device 1 of Embodiment 5, the
refresh rate can be thus decreased by securing a suspension
time period during which no image data is written. This
enables the display device 1 of Embodiment 5 to reduce more
power consumption, as compared with decreasing the refresh
rate instead of securing any suspension time period.

Particularly, according to the display device 1 of Embodi-
ment 5, each pixel employs a TFT made from oxide semicon-
ductor having a remarkably excellent OFF characteristic
(later described). It is therefore possible to maintain, over an
extended time period, a state in which image data is written in
each pixel. As such, even in a case where the refresh rate is
decreased, the display device 1 of Embodiment 5 can main-
tain a quality of an image to be displayed.

(How Pixel is Configured)

The following description will discuss how pixels included
in a display panel 2 are configured. FIG. 11 is a view illus-
trating how the pixels are configured. Specifically, FIG. 2
illustrates how two pixels, i.e., a pixel (n, m) and a pixel (n+1,
m) of the pixels are configured. The pixel (n, m) indicates a
pixel connected to a source signal line S(n) and a gate signal
line G(m). The pixel (n+1, m) indicates a pixel connected to a
source signal line S(n+1) and the gate signal line G(m). Note
that pixels, other than the pixel (n, m) and the pixel (n+1, m),
which are included in the display panel 2 are identical in
configuration to the pixel (n, m) and the pixel (n+1, m).

As illustrated in FIG. 2, each of the pixel (n, m) and the
pixel (n+1, m) includes a corresponding TFT 200 serving as
a switching element. A gate electrode of the corresponding
TFT 200 is connected to a corresponding gate signal line G. A
source electrode of the corresponding TFT 200 is connected
to a corresponding source signal line S. A drain electrode of
the corresponding TFT 200 is connected to a corresponding
liquid crystal capacitor Clc and a corresponding retention
capacitor Ccs.

In a case where image data is written in each of the pixel (n,
m) and the pixel (n+1, m), an ON voltage is supplied to the
gate electrode of the corresponding TFT 200, via the corre-
sponding gate signal line G. This causes the corresponding
TFT 200 to be turned on.

While the corresponding TFT 200 is in an ON state, in a
case where a source signal is supplied, via the corresponding
source signal line S, to the drain electrode of the correspond-
ing TFT 200, the source signal is supplied from the drain
electrode to (i) a pixel electrode of the corresponding liquid
crystal capacitor Clc and (ii) the corresponding retention
capacitor Ccs.

Such supplying of the source signal to the pixel electrode of
the corresponding liquid crystal capacitor Clc causes a direc-
tion, in which liquid crystal which is sealed into a space
between the pixel electrode and a common electrode is
arranged, to be changed in accordance with a difference
between a voltage of the source signal supplied to the pixel
electrode and a voltage supplied to the common electrode. An
image is displayed, in accordance with such a difference, on
the display panel 2.

Furthermore, such supplying of the source signal to the
retention capacitor Ccs causes the retention capacitor Ccs to
store therein an electric charge in accordance with the voltage
of the source signal supplied to the retention capacitor Ccs.
The electric charge stored in the retention capacitor Ccs
allows the each of the pixel (n, m) and the pixel (n+1, m) to
keep, during a certain period of time, a state in which an image
is being displayed.

Inthe display device 1 of Embodiment 1, a TFT made from
so-called oxide semiconductor is employed as a TFT 200.
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Particularly, an oxide of indium (In), gallium (Ga) and zinc
(Zn), i.e., a so-called IGZO (InGaZnOx) is employed as the
oxide semiconductor.

(TFT Characteristic)

FIG. 12 illustrates characteristics of various types of TFTs.
Specifically, FIG. 12 illustrates (i) a characteristic of a TFT
made from oxide semiconductor, (ii) a characteristic ofa TFT
made from a-Si (amorphous silicon), and (iii) a characteristic
of'a TFT made from LTPS (Low Temperature PolySilicon).

InFIG. 12, (i) alateral axis (Vgh) represents an ON voltage
to be supplied to a gate of each of the TFTs, and (ii) a
longitudinal axis (Id) represents an electric current which
flows through a source and a drain of each of the TFTs.

In FIG. 12, (i) a time period “TFT-on” represents a time
period during which a TFT is in an ON state in accordance
with a supplied ON voltage and (ii) a time period “TFT-off”
represents a time period during which a TFT is turned OFF in
accordance with a supplied ON voltage.

As is clear from FIG. 12, during the time period “TFT-on”,
the TFT made from oxide semiconductor has a higher elec-
tron mobility than the TFT made from a-Si.

Specifically, an electric current Id of the TFT made from
a-Siis 1 pA during the time period “TFT-on”, whereas an
electric current Id of the TF'T made from oxide semiconductor
falls within a range approximately from 20 pA to 50 pA
during the time period “TFT-on” (not shown).

As is clear from the above, during the time period “TFT-
on”, the TFT made from oxide semiconductor has an electron
mobility approximately 20 to 50 times higher than that of the
TFT made from a-Si. As such, the TFT made from oxide
semiconductor has a remarkably excellent ON characteristic.

As has been described, according to the display device 1 of
the present embodiment, each of the pixels includes the TFT
made from oxide semiconductor having such a remarkably
excellent ON characteristic.

Since the display device 1 of the present embodiment
employs the TFTs each having excellent ON characteristic,
each pixel can be driven by use of a smaller-sized TFT. It is
therefore possible to reduce a ratio of occupied area of a TFT
in each pixel. That s, it is possible to increase an aperture ratio
of each pixel, and is therefore possible to increase transmit-
tance of backlight. In consequence, a low power consumption
backlight can be employed and/or a luminance of the back-
light can be lowered. This ultimately allows a reduction in
power consumption of the display device 1.

Furthermore, since each TFT has such an excellent ON
characteristic, it is possible to write a source signal in each
pixel in a shorter time period. It is therefore possible to easily
increase the refresh rate of the display panel 2.

Furthermore, during the time period “TFT-oft”, a leak elec-
tric current of the TFT made from oxide semiconductor is less
than that of the TFT made from a-Si (see FIG. 12).

Specifically, the electric current Id of the TFT made from
a-Siis 10 pA during the time period “TFT-off”, whereas the
electric current Id of the TF'T made from oxide semiconductor
is approximately 0.1 pA during the time period “TFT-oft”
(not shown).

As is clear from the above, the leak electric current of the
TFT made from oxide semiconductor is approximately 1% of
that of the TFT made from a-Si. It follows that the TFT made
from oxide semiconductor hardly generates leak electric cur-
rent. This shows that the TFT made from oxide semiconduc-
tor has a remarkably excellent OFF characteristic.

Since each TFT of the display device 1 of the present
embodiment has a remarkably excellent OFF characteristic, it
is possible to keep, over an extended time period, a state
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where a source signal is written in each pixel of the display
panel. It is therefore possible to easily decrease the refresh
rate of the display panel 2.

(Effect of Suppressing Flicker)

FIG. 13 is a table showing results of an experiment, made
with respect to a display device, as to whether or not flicker is
recognized. Specifically, with respect to a combination
between (i) respective refresh rates of a display panel of the
display device and (ii) respective spatial cycles of polarity
reversals of source signals, the inventors of the present inven-
tion made an experiment as to whether any flicker was rec-
ognized on the display panel by visual observation while
changing, appropriately by hand, settings of the refresh rates
and the spatial cycles.

Inthis experiment, a 10.1-inch liquid crystal display device
was used which includes a display panel that (i) has a reso-
Iution of “1280x800” and (ii) includes pixels each including
a TFT made from a-Si.

From the result of the experiment, it was demonstrated that,
in a case where the refresh rate of the display panel was set to
not less than “40 Hz”, no flicker was recognized regardless of
the spatial cycle (see FIG. 13).

Itwas also demonstrated that (i), in a case where the refresh
rate of the display panel was set to not more than “35 Hz”,
flicker was recognized and (ii) particularly, as the refresh rate
was decreased, flicker was more recognized.

It was further demonstrated that, in the case where the
refresh rate of the display panel was set to not more than “35
Hz”, flicker was less recognized as the spatial cycle became
shorter.

That is, from the result of the experiment, it was demon-
strated that, though quality of an image to be displayed was
deteriorated in a case where the refresh rate was decreased,
such a deterioration can be suppressed by shortening the
spatial cycle. The result of the experiment particularly dem-
onstrates that, in a case where the refresh rate is set to not
more than “35 Hz”, it is necessary to greatly suppress the
deterioration in the display quality.

The results of the experiment demonstrate that the display
device 1 of the present embodiment, which employs the con-
figuration in which “the spatial cycle is shortened in accor-
dance with a decrease in refresh rate”, can (i) reduce power
consumption by decreasing the refresh rate and (ii) suppress
the deterioration in the display quality by shortening the
spatial cycle.

It is particularly demonstrated by the result of the experi-
ment that the display device 1 of the present embodiment,
which employs the configuration in which, “in a case where
the refresh rate becomes less than 30 Hz, the temporal cycle or
the spatial cycle is changed”, can change the temporal cycle
or the spatial cycle at a more appropriate timing.

(Effect of Reducing Power Consumption)

FIG. 14 is a table illustrating a power consumption char-
acteristic of a display device. FIG. 15 is a graph illustrating
the power consumption characteristic illustrated in FIG. 14.

The power consumption characteristic is of a 10.8-inch
liquid crystal display device in which each pixel employs a
TFT made from oxide semiconductor.

As is clear from the power consumption characteristic, as a
refresh rate of a display panel is decreased, power consump-
tion of the display device is reduced.

Furthermore, as is clear from the power consumption char-
acteristic, the power consumption can be reduced at any
refresh rates by changing a polarity reversal method from a
“2H dot reversal method” to a “source reversal method”.
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That is, as is clear from the power consumption character-
istic, the power consumption can be reduced by decreasing
the refresh rate of the display panel or by changing the polar-
ity reversal method.

According to the display device, in a case where (i) the
polarity reversal method is set to the “source reversal method”
and (ii) the refresh rate is set to “60 Hz”, the power consump-
tion ofthe display device is “417.78 mW” (see (a) of F1G. 14).

In a case where the refresh rate is decreased from “60 Hz”
to “30 Hz”, the power consumption of the display device
becomes “309.87 mW?, that is, the power consumption is
reduced by “107.91 mW”.

In a case where the polarity reversal method is changed
from the “source reversal method” to the “2H dot reversal
method” so as to suppress a deterioration in display quality
due to such a change in refresh rate from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”,
the power consumption of the display device becomes
“416.79 mW?, that is, the power consumption of the display
device is increased by “106.92 mW”.

However, such an increased amount of the power con-
sumption (106.92 mW) is less than such a reduced amount of
the power consumption (107.91 mW) due to the change in
refresh rate from “60 Hz” to “30 Hz”. In consequence, the
power consumption is reduced, and the deterioration in the
display quality is suppressed.

As is clear from the above, even in a case where the power
consumption is increased so as to suppress the deterioration
in the display quality due to the decrease in the refresh rate, it
is possible to keep the increased amount of the power con-
sumption less than the reduced amount of the power con-
sumption due to the decrease in the refresh rate.

It is therefore demonstrated that the display device 1 of the
present embodiment, which employs the configuration in
which “(i) the power consumption is reduced by decreasing
the refresh rate, and (ii) the deterioration in the display quality
is suppressed by shortening a spatial cycle of a polarity rever-
sal of a source signal”, can reduce the power consumption,
and can suppress the deterioration in the display quality.

Note that, as is clear from FIGS. 14 and 15, in a case where
the refresh rate is set to not less than “65 Hz”, it is necessary
to greatly reduce the power consumption.

It is therefore demonstrated that the display device 1 of the
present embodiment, which employs the configuration in
which “in a case where the refresh rate is increased to be more
than 65 Hz, the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle is
changed”, can change the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle
at a more appropriate timing.

(Supplementary Description)

The embodiments of the present invention have been
described. However, the present invention is not limited to the
description of the embodiments above, and can therefore be
modified by a skilled person in the art within the scope of the
claims. Namely, an embodiment derived from a proper com-
bination of technical means disclosed in different embodi-
ments is encompassed in the technical scope of the present
invention.

In the above embodiments, each of the refresh rate, the
temporal cycle of the reversal polarity of the source signal,
and the spatial cycle of the polarity reversal of the source
signal is set to various values. However, such values are
illustrative only. Needless to say, each of the refresh rate, the
temporal cycle of the reversal polarity of the source signal,
and the spatial cycle of the polarity reversal of the source
signal can be changed as appropriate according to, for
example, a characteristic of a display device.

In the above embodiments, the spatial cycle of the polarity
reversal of the source signal is set to (i) every some pixels in
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a pixel column direction or (ii) for each pixel column. How-
ever, they are illustrative only. The spatial cycle can be set to
(1) every some pixels in a pixel row direction, (ii) for each
pixel row, (iii) for each screen or every some screens (for each
frame or every some frames), or (iv) for each block made up
of pixels arranged in a matrix manner.

The above embodiments have described an example case
where the present invention is applied to the display device in
which each of the pixels employs the TFT made from oxide
semiconductor. However, the present invention is not limited
to the example case. The present invention is applicable to a
display device in which each pixel employs a TFT, other than
the TFT made from oxide semiconductor, such as a TFT made
from a-Si or a TFT made from LTPS.

(Summary)

In order to attain the object of the present invention, a
display device of the present invention is configured to
include: a display panel which includes (i) a plurality of gate
signal lines, (ii) a plurality of source signal lines provided so
as to intersect the plurality of gate signal lines, and (iii) a
plurality of pixels provided so as to correspond to respective
intersections of the plurality of gate signal lines and the plu-
rality of source signal lines; a signal line driving circuit for
supplying a source signal to each of the plurality of pixels via
a corresponding one of the plurality of source signal lines;
refresh rate changing means for changing a refresh rate of the
display panel; and polarity reversal controlling means for
changing, in accordance with a change in the refresh rate, at
least one of a temporal cycle and a spatial cycle of a polarity
reversal of the source signal.

According to the display device, even in a case where a
reduction in power consumption and a deterioration in dis-
play quality are caused by the change in refresh rate, the
deterioration in the display quality can be suppressed by
changing the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle. Furthermore,
according to the display device, even in a case where an
improvement in the display quality and an increase in the
power consumption are caused by the change in refresh rate,
the increase in the power consumption can be suppressed by
changing the temporal cycle or the spatial cycle. Therefore,
according to the display device, it is possible to reduce the
power consumption and suppress the deterioration in the
display quality.

Itis preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means shortens the spatial cycle,
in a case where the refresh rate is decreased.

According to the configuration, even in a case where the
display quality is deteriorated by such a decrease in refresh
rate, such a deterioration can be suppressed by shortening the
spatial cycle. It is therefore possible to reduce the power
consumption and suppress the deterioration in the display
quality.

Itis preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means lengthens the spatial
cycle, in a case where the refresh rate is increased.

According to the configuration, even in a case where the
power consumption is increased by such an increase in the
refresh rate, such an increase in the power consumption can
be suppressed by lengthening the spatial cycle. It is therefore
possible to improve the display quality and suppress the
increase in the power consumption.

Itis preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means shortens the temporal
cycle, in a case where the refresh rate is decreased.

According to the configuration, even in a case where the
display quality is deteriorated by such a decrease in the
refresh rate, such a deterioration can be suppressed by short-
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ening the temporal cycle. It is therefore possible to reduce the
power consumption and suppress the deterioration in the
display quality.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means lengthens the temporal
cycle, in a case where the refresh rate is increased.

According to the configuration, even in a case where the
power consumption is increased by such an increase in the
refresh rate, such an increase in the power consumption can
be suppressed by lengthening the temporal cycle. It is there-
fore possible to improve the display quality and suppress the
increase in the power consumption.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means shortens at least one of the
temporal cycle and the spatial cycle, in a case where the
refresh rate becomes less than 35 Hz.

In the case where the refresh rate becomes less than 35 Hz,
a display defect such as flicker is easily caused. According to
the configuration, however, it is possible to change the tem-
poral cycle and/or the spatial cycle at a more appropriate
timing.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means lengthens at least one of
the temporal cycle and the spatial cycle, in a case where the
refresh rate becomes more than 65 Hz.

In the case where the refresh rate becomes more than 65
Hz, the power consumption is easily increased. According to
the configuration, however, it is possible to change the tem-
poral cycle and/or the spatial cycle at a more appropriate
timing.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means gradually changes at least
one of the temporal cycle and the spatial cycle.

According to the configuration, the temporal cycle or the
spatial cycle is gradually changed. It is therefore possible to
prevent a viewer from feeling odd while the temporal cycle or
the spatial cycle is being changed.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
polarity reversal controlling means gradually changes at least
one of the temporal cycle and the spatial cycle every even-
numbered frames.

According to the configuration, it is possible to write a
positive source signal and a negative source signal in each of
the plurality of pixels so that the number of the writing of the
positive source signal in the each of the plurality of pixels is
equal to the number of the writing of the negative source
signal in the each of the plurality of pixels. It is therefore
possible to eliminate a deviation in polarities of source signals
to be written in the each of the pixels.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that a
semiconductor layer ofa TFT of each of the plurality of pixels
is made of oxide semiconductor.

In a case where, in a display device, each pixel employs a
TFT made from oxide semiconductor having excellent ON
characteristic and OFF characteristic, a refresh rate can be
easily changed. This heightens the necessity of reducing
power consumption and/or suppressing a deterioration in dis-
play quality. Therefore, by applying the display device of the
present invention to such a display device, it is possible to
bring about a more effective effect.

It is preferable to configure the display device such that the
oxide semiconductor is an IGZO (InGaZnOx).

In a case where, in a display device, a TFT of each pixel is
made from an IGZO having more excellent ON characteristic
and OFF characteristic, a refresh rate is more easily changed.
This easily heightens the necessity of reducing power con-
sumption and/or suppressing a deterioration in display qual-
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ity. Therefore, by applying the display device of the present
invention to such a display device, it is possible to bring about
a more effective effect.

Itis preferable to configure the display device such that the
refresh rate changing means decreases the refresh rate of the
display panel by securing a suspension time period during
which driving of the display panel is being suspended.

According to the configuration, it is possible to reduce
more power consumption, as compared with decreasing the
refresh rate instead of securing any suspension time period.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

A display device of the present invention is applicable to
active matrix display devices, such as an active matrix liquid
crystal display device, an active matrix organic EL. display
device, and an active matrix electronic paper.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

: display device

: display panel

: scan line driving circuit

: signal line driving circuit

8: common electrode driving circuit

10: timing controller

12: electric power generating circuit

15: refresh rate changing section (refresh rate changing
means)

20: polarity reversal controlling section (polarity reversal
controlling means)

30: system-side control section

[

The invention claimed is:

1. A display device, comprising:

a display panel which includes (i) a plurality of gate signal
lines, (ii) a plurality of source signal lines provided so as
to intersect the plurality of gate signal lines, and (iii) a
plurality of pixels provided so as to correspond to
respective intersections of the plurality of gate signal
lines and the plurality of source signal lines;

a signal line driving circuit that supplies a source signal to
each of the plurality of pixels via a corresponding one of
the plurality of source signal lines; and

a timing controller; wherein

the timing controller changes a refresh rate of the display
panel;

the timing controller changes at least one of a temporal
cycle and a spatial cycle of a polarity reversal of the
source signal in accordance with a change in the refresh
rate;

the timing controller shortens the spatial cycle in a case
where the refresh rate is decreased;

the timing controller lengthens the spatial cycle in a case
where the refresh rate is increased; and

the timing controller decreases the refresh rate of the dis-
play panel by securing a suspension time period, which
directly corresponds to one or more frames of video,
during which driving of the display panel is suspended.

2. The display device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:

the timing controller shortens the temporal cycle, in a case
where the refresh rate is decreased.

3. The display device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:

the timing controller lengthens the temporal cycle, in a case
where the refresh rate is increased.
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4. The display device as set forth in claim 1, wherein:

the timing controller shortens at least one of the temporal
cycle and the spatial cycle, in a case where the refresh
rate becomes less than 35 Hz.

5. The display device as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

the timing controller lengthens at least one of the temporal
cycle and the spatial cycle, in a case where the refresh
rate becomes more than 65 Hz.

6. The display device as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

the timing controller gradually changes at least one of the
temporal cycle and the spatial cycle.

7. The display device as set forth in claim 6, wherein:

the timing controller gradually changes at least one of the
temporal cycle and the spatial cycle every even-num-
bered frame.

8. The display device as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

a semiconductor layer of a TFT of each of the plurality of
pixels is made of oxide semiconductor.

9. The display device as set forth in claim 8, wherein:

the oxide semiconductor is an InGaZnOx.
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